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Message from BPCA’s
President

Detwar fahid

Ekushey - February 21st is a unigue
event in wolrd history where a number
of Bengali people have made the
ultimate sacrifice, giving their lives for the
recognition of their mother language
Bangla.

The 21st of February is recognized
through UNESCO's declaration as Inter-
national Mother Language Day. This has
brought fresh glory and respect to Ban-
gladesh as a country, which is making a
noteworthy pace towards peace, prog-
ress and success.

International Mother Language Day
celebrates the linguistic and cultural
diversity together with multilingualism as
a force for peace and sustainable devel-
opment. On the eve of that day we are
committed to work towards achieving
the goals on the maintainable agenda of
development, diversity, open dialogue,
mutual understanding, and innovation,

We are encouraging all types of media,
be it print, audiovisual or electronic to
pick up and distribute the message on
2'st February and to support the
research on preservation of native
languages of Canada. The Bangladesh
media has published numerous articles



on how this day is celebrated in various
parts of Canada.

The focus on awareness in form of activi-
ties and the celebration of the events
surrounding International Mother Lan-
guage Day in the media will help to
increase and highlight the value of multi-
linguistic learning here in Canada.

Any type of publication and the increas-
ing number of information available in
the Internet dedicated to International
Mother Language Day (e.g. our Iniative at

Jl-‘fmgﬂ-"w
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www.maotherlanguageday.ca) may
become a spark of inspiration for our
younger generations and our children to
cherish our cultural heritage and
languages.

Let us join together to promote
everyone's mother language, to show
respect to linguistic diversity and multi-
lingualism as a key component in our
struggle to build a better world for all.

Delwar Jahid,
President of BPCA

Who is the Bangladesh PressClub Centre of Alberta (BPCA)?

The Bangladesh PressClub Centre of
Alberta is a not-for-profit organiza-
tion founded in April 24, 2014 by a
group of interested journalists led by
the editor of Samajkantha Online
Inc., Delwar Jahid.

The organization is dedicated to
creating a cohesive and effective
voice of journalists, and make posi-
tive differences in the lives of media
people and our community.

Our mission is to help and assist the
media community in general, and to

provide our members with profes-
sional, educational, social, cultural
and recreational activities. We strive
to build a strong community with
focus on professional enrichment,
peace, progress and prosperity.

/""
14
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Editors’ Note from
Andy Strohkirch

Andy Strohkirch, Shores Canada Lta.

The way we define our culture, heritage
and the way we develop our language is
determined not only by the past and
tranditions of our people, and by our
physical area, but moreso it is defined by
the individual perception of our environ-

ment, be it what we hear, see, experi-
ence or feel. A major influence on our
development of these values is based
and shaped by the behaviour and tradi-
tions of the people who accompany us
through life and especially at the early
stages, when we grow up.

As a result the bare definition of our
culture and heritage may in some points
substantially differ from the understand-
ing of other generations, like e.g. our
grandparents, parents, children or
grandchildren. The "world", and with it
our environment is constantly changing
and evolving, and so is the impact on us,
our education, opinions, deeds, our way
of life, arts, and so on. With it comes a
constant development and even change
in language.

If we accept the impact of the different
perceptual worlds between people as
given fact, we need to be aware that the
definition of culture and heritage of an



ethnic group is really a sum of the defini-
tions of many individuals, and that we
should strive to include the different
characterizations between generations
into our own definition of culture and
heritage to gain a greater understanding
of ourselves and our people,

When | take a brief look on today's com-
munity structures, and the offer these
communities are holding for their
people, | cannot but notice two develop-
ments which are worth a thought.

Many communities are segmented into
different subgroups or -communities to
address a distinct group of people within
their cultural and ethnic group. Why did
these groups build in the first place, and
why is there no unity between groups? |
think, this might underly upon the differ-
ent definitions of culture and heritage
our people carry,

The second development | noticed is
that an often practiced conduct may be
the almost overrepresented inclusion of
ageold traditions into cultural groups
and organizations, and in some circum-
stances the most likely accidental
oblivion to include most modern aspects
of culture into the mix. Culture, which is
lived, maintained, or developed by our
young generations. It could be a nice

£ ||I 1
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thought that bestowing attention to
these circumstances could bring unity to
our people!

Our current task at hand, the preserva-
tion and celebration of our culture and
heritage, is holding the wonderful oppor-
tunity to consider new ways of under-
standing our people, and the influence
of our physical and temporal environ-
ments.

Andy Strohkirch,
Shores Canada Ltd.

BPCA’s Mission on Interna-
tional Mother Language Day

Our mission is to bring the
people of all nations together, to
celebrate each and everyone's
mother language, because we
think the importance to take
care of this heritage is one,
which affects us all.

We also want to strengthen the
day of celebration, the Interna-
tional Mother Language Day on
February 21st, by reaching out to
our political and philosophical
pioneers.
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Editors’ Note from
Syfur Hasan

Syfur Hasan
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* The limits of my language
mean the limits of my world.”’

Ludwig Wittgenstein

BPCA’s Initiative “Celebration of Mother Language in Canada”

In the same way that biodiversity is
important for the balance of life on
our planet, language diversity may
be important for the balance of
cultures. An imbalance of cultures
would result in the loss of some
cultures. The fact that each high
culture before us has come to an
end, could be a warning that the
diversity of culture itself is needed
for mankind's sole survival.

Mother Language Day, a date that
was proclaimed by UNESCO in 1999,
could function as a reminder to us,
how important the appreciation of
our own culture and origin is, and
that it's important to honour and
celebrate everybody else’s heritage

and culture as well.

Our mission is to bring the people
of all nations together, to celebrate
each and everyone's mother lan-
guage, because we think the impor-
tance to take care of this heritage is
one, which affects us all. We also
want to strengthen the day of
celebration, the International
Mother Language Day on February
21st, by reaching out to our political
and philosophical pioneers.

BPCA understands its organization
as a hub for information about the
International Mother Language Day.
We invite every-one interested in
this cause to connect with us.
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THE GOVERMOR CEMERAL - LE GOUWERMNEUR GEMERS

His Excellency the Right Honourable David johnsten,
The Governor General of Canada

I am delighted to extend my best wishes to everyone marking
International Mother Language Day.

One of Canada’s greatest strengths is its rich diversity. We are
known throughout the world as a shining example of a truly multicultural
society, where respect for others is paramount. | am filled with tremendous
pride when I visit communities across the country and meet with citizens
whose origins are as varied as the languages they speak.

Today—and every day, in fact—Canadians are fiee to celebrate their
native languages and to share their traditions and customs with one another.
In doing so, we can all learn how much we have in common.

I wish all of vou the very best.

e

David Johnston

February 2015

1 SUSSEX DRIVE - 1. PROMENADE SUSSEX

OTTAWA * CANADA » K1A OAT - WwWwW . GG.CA
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PRIME MIMNISTER «: FPREMIER MINISTRE

The Rt. Hon, Stephen Harper,
Prime Minister of Canada

I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to everyone
celebrating International Mother Language Day.

Canada’s own linguistic diversity is represented by two Official
Languages — English and French— together with the mother tongues of
Aboriginal Canadians, and the ancestral languages of newcomers to our country.

Observed since 2000, International Mother Language Day
promotes linguistic and cultural diversity and multilingualism. Today's special
cvent, complete with exhibitors, vendors and performances by musicians,
storytellers and other artists, offers a chance fo celebrate and to increase
awareness of our diverse linguistic traditions.

I would like to commend the members of the Bangladesh PressClub
Centre of Alberta for their efforts in bringing this celebration to the community
and for their commitment to promoting respect for our linguistic herifage.

Please accept my best wishes for an enjoyable and memorable day

of activities.

The Ri. Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P.

OTTAWA
2015




10

INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY

g™

Message from the
Lieutenant Governor of Alberta Denald 5. Ethell,

Lieutenant Governor of Alberta

As Her Majesty the Queen’s representative in Alberta, it is my pleasure to join in marking the
annual celebration of International Mother Language Day.

I have had the good fortune during my lifetime to travel around the world, encountering and
learning from many different cultures and lifestyles. This exposure to other nationalities opens

your e¢ves and vour heart to endless possibilities, meaningful relationships, and to promoting and
lostering a more inclusive, happier and peacelul world.

We are lucky to have this diversity at home, right here in Alberta, in Canada. As a multicultural
and inclusive nation, we allow ourselves the opportunity to learn about each other, preserving
each of our cultures and developing a deeper understanding of not only others, but ourselves
also. Our range of languages — spoken, written and physical — are abundant and plentiful. They
are our most powerful instruments in relating with each other. Nelson Mandela once said,

“If vou falk to a man in a language he understands, that goes fo his head.
If vou talk to him in his language, that goes 1o his heart,”

Our mother language is an important part of our identity, our history and our future, and deserves
to be celebrated. Thank you to the Bangladesh PressClub Centre of Alberta and its members and
volunteers for highlighting and observing this important event,

>

&

His Honour Col. (Ret’d) The Honourable Donald 5. Ethell OC OMM AOQE MSC CD LLD
Licutenant Governor of Alberta
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Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta

Message From

Honourable Gene Zwozdesky
Speaker — Alberta Legislative Assembly
MLA — Edmonton Mill Creek

International Mother Language Day Message

for the Bangladesh Heritage and Ethnic Society of Alberta:

International Mother Language Day, also known as Shohid Dibésh, advocates
for multilingual education and tolerance, acknowledging the significant role that
language plays within society.

Language is a critical component of one's identity and culture. By recognizing
mother languages, we cultivate understanding — which in turn helps create more
inclusive societies and a world richer in cultural experiences.

Throughout the course of history many individuals have fought to protect
linguistic rights and freedoms; so today, as we celebrate linguistic diversity, we
also honour their struggles for language preservation.

On behalf of all Members of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta, | want to
congratulate and thank the Bangladesh Heritage and Ethnic Society of Alberta
for marking this important occasion. Thank you for your continued support of

language and cultural diversity in Alberta.

Honourable Gene Zwozdesky
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta

INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY

11
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Jim Prentice,
Premier of Alberta

Message from Honourable Jim Prentice
Premier of Alberta

On behalf of the Government of Alberta, I am pleased to extend greetings to all
those observing International Mother Language Day 2015.

QOur province is very fortunate to have people from various cultural
backgrounds call Alberta home. This diversity gives our province grear
strength, as it provides us with many different perspectives, enabling us ro
foster an environment of opportunity while promoting cross-cultural
understanding. The mother language of each of these cultures is a crucial part
of their history and traditions, and learning and preserving these languages is a
powerful way to reinforce the empowering diversity of Alberra.

My sincere thanks go out to the Bangladesh PressClub Centre of Alberta for
the work they have done ro promote International Mother Language Day in
our province. You are helping Albertans protect and promote their rich ethnic
history.

Jim Prentice

February 21, 2015
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February 21, 2013

Dear Friends.

| &m pleased o offer my warmeas! greetings 1o members of the
Bangladesh PressClub Centre of Alberta (BPCA) and the
Bangladesh Heritage and Ethnic Society of Albera (BHESA) an
International Mother Language Day 2015, Thank yau far your
conlinuous work o promole the importance of this day, and for
Tostering comrmumity spiril on Behall of Bangladeshi Cansdians

Canada is proud of ils rich cullural and linguishic diversily, we
value the imporlance of preserving molber Bnguages n o
mullicidiural socety, Intermational Mother Language Day insgires
us 1o work towssrds buiking an even more inchesive and
wlcoming community for all

| wioukd also like o pay bibute o Ganada's Bangladeshi
community, | applaud your community's efforts fo ensure
Bangladesh herilage continees to Nourish i our coundry

Please acoepd my best wishes for a wonderful celebration?

Sincerely,

Thomas Mulcair
Leadar of the Official Opposition W Chef de MOpposition officialle

Mauresn Kubinge,
Minister af Culture and Tewrism

Message from Honourable Maureen Kubinec
Minisier of Culture and Tourism

Az Minisler respangible for culture and turiEm in Abera, | am pleased 1o axlend
preslings o averyane chserving Inlernatisral Mother Language Day.

The value and imporiance of presardng mather languages is vital io enhancng the
vibrarcy and diversity of our province, | is a way ta connect us ta our past, to highlight
tha tradiions and customs of cur parents ard to prasene the cullural hantage of our
ancestars. Gommemaorating this day ts an opportunity to nournish thoes roots. Kot anly
will this help numure & deaper sppreciaton far e pasl. but it will help inapire continued
inbarasl in mother languages, halping o predsmne them far the Tulura,

| want ta thank. the membears of the Bangladesh PressClub Cenire of Alberta for your
wark raising awansness and promoting Bangladeshi cukure and traditians. Your

commigment ta raising the prafile of Inbermational Mather Language Day exempifies how
multiculheralism cantinues fa enich cur provinee's cultural idantity,

Thomas Mulcair,
Leader of the Official Dpposition

Maurean Kubinac
MinEter

13
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Diecember 19, 2014

Skl Qruadiri, MLA
Edmsontom-Mill Womsds
Legislaive Seoretary bo tke Promier

O behall of Promier Prentice and all of my colleaguis ot Alberts Legistature, |
wish you glad ddimgs during this festive season! [ am so hemoured to be a part
af your cobebration for International Maother Langaags Day, with the
Banglodesh Press Club. This day was created to pramote the preservation and
probestiom of all lagiuapis wsed by posples of the world, A sather tongee s

mare than just sm accend, dialect, or lamgoage; it & an idengity. A mather
languaps is (ke most powerlal instrument a speaker hos to preserve, develop
amd share their culfural heritsge, We are able to learn and carry om the
teschings of sur eldirs, allowing us to pass an the irsdidons asd lessens that we

ariginated from our hoowe comntries, By taking part in this day we are
enmhracing limpuistic diversity asd maltilingeal education bere in Alberio s

arder to develop a fuller awareness for cultural traditions throughss) the
woril. THANK YO - SHUKRIA and DHANYAWAD.

Flor Marceiins,

Manitoba Winister of Multiculturslism and Litarscy b,

=

= e
Sahail Quadri

MLA Edmontan-hilbesads

Legislagive Secretary i the Fremier

EoD: 0

1L, 98073 Ave. Edmanton, AB, TEE £X9

Ph THE-414-1080 L3

Greetings

Warm greetings to evervone participating in the [nternational Mother Language

Day 2015,

| thank the organizers of this event for encouraging people to play an active rele in
promoting awareness of mother language and coltural diversity, Language is one
of the most powerful ways o preserve and promoete one’s colture for future
generations to learn and appreciate. We are blessed to live in a society where

multiculturalism is encouraged and celebrated

Through International Mother Language Dav, we have an opportunity to gain

knowledge, share and raise awareness about respecting and celebrating our Fohuail Quadri,
aad Legislatiwe Secretary 1o the Premiler

differences, Let us rejoice in the rich diversity Mother Language brings,

1 wish you continued success,

Flor Marcelino, Minister
Manitoba Multiculturalism and Literacy

14




4 a9 {’ A
_ J.MEI;W.E'
INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY

A Brief History of International

Mother Language Day

Ekushey - the 215 of February is a name
of a movement, a name of the day of
mourning, of a day of pride, of a day of
reflection, and action, which advocates a
greater socio-cultural cooperation
among the nations of the world. A day
that benefits cultural diversity of the
world and creates a unigue opportunity
to celebrate different cultures, opposing
to monoculture in the global arena. In
Bangladesh the day is known as the
Language Martyr's Day. Sixty three years
ago on this day of February 21 among
others, Salam, Barkat, Jabbar, Shafiur
and Rafiq, sacrificed their precious lives
for the honor and protection of mother
language, Bangla in Bangladesh.

At the initiative of the Bangladesh gov-
ernment, it was first announced by
Paris-based United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) on November 17, 1999 adopt-
ing 21% February as International Mother
Language Day. For the first time since

by Delwar jahid

2000, 21% February has been observed
as International Mother Language Day.
The observance of the day formally
recognized by the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in its resolution establish-
ing 2008 as the International Year of
Languages.

Ekushey - the 21% of February is a mile-
stone in recognition of linguistic rights,
those are also the human and civil rights
concerning the individual and collective
rights to choose the language or
languages for communication in a
private or public atmosphere. Other
parameters for analyzing linguistic rights
include the degree of territoriality,
amount of positivity, orientation in terms
of conservation, and obviousness,

Linguistic rights became more and more
prominent throughout the course of
history as language came to be increas-
ingly seen as a part of nationhood.

15
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Although policies and legislation involv-
ing language have been in effect in early
European history, these were often
cases where a language was being
imposed upon people while other
languages or dialects were neglected.
Most of the initial literature on linguistic
rights came from countries where
linguistic and/or national divisions
grounded in linguistic diversity have
resulted in linguistic rights playing a vital
role in maintaining stability. However, it
was not until the 1900s that linguistic
rights gained official status in politics and
international accords.*

* Wikipedia: Linguistic rights: History!
hitp:ten.wikipedio.orgdwiki/Linguistic_rights#language rights.,

2B human_rights_ 30 finguistic_biumar_rights  28LHR.29
retrieved on Februany 11, 2015,

Before the making of Pakistan in 1947,
there had been strong demands from an
intellectual level that Bangla be made
the state language of Pakistan. Dr. Mu-
hammad Shahidullah, an eminent aca-
demic, suggested in July 1947 that, after
the departure of the British from India,
Bangla could be made as the state
language of the new state.

Shortly after the creation of Pakistan, at
the first session of the Pakistan Legisla-
tive Assembly Dhirendranath Datta's
made it clear that Bangla should be
made as the state language of Pakistan..

16

Dhirendranath Datta's speech on Febru-
ary 23, 1948 to the Pakistan Constituent
Assembly in Karachi, presided over by
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, was the first
formal articulation of the demand for
Bengali to be made one of the state
languages of Pakistan. This culminated in
the Language Movement of 1952 and
the martyrdom of the Language Heroes.
This movement is regarded by many as
the first step towards the Liberation
Movement leading to independence of
Bangladesh in 1971. For this reason,
Dhirendranath Datta's speech is
regarded as one of the most important
events in the history of East Pakistan and
Bangladesh.

"Sir, in moving this — the motion that
stands in my name — | can assure the
House that | do so not in a spirit of narrow
Provincialism, but, Sir, in the spirit that this
mation receives the fullest consideration at
the hands of members.

| know, Sir, that Bengali is a provincial
language, but, so far our state is con-
cerned, it is the language of the majority of
the people of the state. So although itis a
provincial language, as a language of the
majority of the people of the state it stands
on a different footing. Out of six crores and
ninety lakhs [69 million] of people of people
inhabiting this State, 4 crores and 40 lakhs



44 million of peaple speak the Bengali
language. So, Sir, what should be the State
language of the State of Pakistan? The
State language of the State should be the
language which is used by the majority of
the people of the State, and for that, Sir, |
consider that Bengali language is a lingua
franca of our State.

It may be contended with a certain amount
of force that even in our sister dominion the
provincial language have not got the status
of a lingua franca because in her sister
dominion of India the proceedings of the
Constituent Assembly is conducted in Hin-
dustani, Hindi or Urdu or English. It is not
conducted in the Bengali language but so
far as the Bengali is concerned out of 30
cores of people inhabiting that sister
dominion two and a holf crores speak the
Bengali language. Hindustani, Hindi or
Urdu has been given an honoured place in
the sister dominion because the majority of
the people of the indian Dominion speak
that language.

So we are to consider that in our state it is
found that the majority of the people of the
Indian Dorninion speak that language. So
we are to consider that in our State it is
found that the majority of the people of the
State do speak the Bengali language then
Bengali should have an honored place even
in the Central Government.”

B L
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[The Pakistan government never forgot
Dhirendranath's continued rebellious-
ness of state insight and dictatorship. At
the beginning of the Bangladesh Libera-
tion War, he was arrested from his
Comilla house on 29 March 1971, three
days after the arrest of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and taken with
his son, Dilip Kumar Datta, to Comilla
Moynamoti Cantonment and tortured to
death. He is also often referred to as
"Shaheed" (martyr) as a sign of respect]

Chronology of Language Movement

September 15, 1947:

Tamuddun Majlis (cultural society, an
organization by scholars, writers and
journalists) demanded Bengali as one of
the state languages of Pakistan.

November 1947:

Educator Fazlur Rahman opposed Urdu
as the only national language in the
Pakistan Education Conference.

February 23, 1948;

Dhirendra Nath Dutta, a Bengali opposi-
tion member, moves a resolution in the
first session of Pakistan's Constituent
Assembly for recognizing Bengali as a
state language along with Urdu and
English.

17
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March 1948:

A committee of action of the students of
Dhaka University is set up with the objec-
tive of achieving national status of Ben-

gali.

March 21, 1948:

Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of
Pakistan and its first Governor General,
declares in Dhaka University convocation
that “The State language of Pakistan is
going to be Urdu and no other language.
Anyone who tries to mislead you is really
an enemy of Pakistan." This remark evoked
an angry protest from Bengali youth.

Muhbammad Alf finnah in Dhaka on March 21, 1948

January 26, 1952;

In a public meeting at Paltan Maidan
(Paltan Field), Dhaka, Prime Minister
Nazimuddin declares that Urdu alone
will be the state language of Pakistan.

January 31, 1952;

A broad-based All-Party Committee of
Action (APCA) is constituted with Kazi
Golam Mahboob as Convener and Mau-

18

lana Bhashani as Chairman, and with
two representatives.

February 3, 1952:

In a protest meeting, the committee of
action decided to hold a general strike
on 21 February.

February 20, 1952

An order was promulgated under Sec-
tion 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code
prohibiting processions and meetings in
Dhaka City.

February 21, 1952;

The students of Dhaka University
decided to defy the official banin a
meeting and decided to protest in
peaceful procession. The police opened
fire on students in front of the Medical
College Hostel. Mohammad Salauddin,
Abdul Jabbar, Abul Barkat,Rafiguddin
Ahmed, Abdus Salam were among those
who became martyrs.

May 7, 1954
The Pakistan government recognizes
Bengal as a state language.

Nowv 17, 1999:

UNESCO proclaimed 21 Feb as Interna-
tional Mother Language Day. Itis an
honor bestowed by the international
community on the language movement
of Bangladesh.



(Note: Consulting sources: A Thesis by
Mohd. Jubayer Shahadat Submitted to
the Graduate School of the University of
Massachusetts Amherst in partial fulfill-
ment of the requirements for the degree
of MASTER OF ARCHITECTURE in Sep-
tember 2011, http://scholarworks.umass
edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgizarticle=17808&c
ontext=theses)

Until 2000, the celebration of the mother
language day was limited to Bangladesh
and Bangla speaking peoples around the
world. With the proclamation of the day
as the International Mother Language
Day by the United Nations in 1999, the
day has been given its due universal
height and it has become a pride of
Bangladesh. The essence of the Ekushey
will always give us inspiration to forge
ahead as a self-governing nation that
refuses to obeisance its head to unholy
and diabolical powers trying to suppress
identity of a nation.

The idea of the day came from a BC,
Canada based Organization named
“Mother Language Lovers of the World",
Including Bengali, English, Kutchi, Can-
tonese, German, Filipino, and Hindi
language speaking members are in that
organization. In 1999 they urged the
UNO and the UNESCO to declare 214
February as the International Mother

B L
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Language Day. The UNESCO in reply
informed them that such proposal could
only be considered if it had come from
the National Commission for UNESCO by
any member-state. The said organization
immediate after informed The Ministry
of Education of Bangladesh over tele-
phone and as a result the then govern-
ment sent a Proposal to UNESCO from
Bangladesh maintaining all the proce-
dural formalities and after necessary
review UNESCO has adopted the historic
resolution.

Through the recognition International
Mother Language Day has opened
linguistic and cultural rights for all speak-
ers of all languages all over the world
now it caught the eyes of the world, and
created an opportunity to explore Ban-
gladeshi history and culture. The sacri-
fices made by Rafigul Islam and his team
from Mother Language Lovers of the
World and the then Bangladeshi Ambas-
sador to France Syed Muazzem Ali, Dr
Sadat Hossain, Education Minister ASHK
Sadek, Dr Sayedur Rahman Khan, High
Commission for the People's Republic of
Bangladesh, London, who was then the
VC of Rajshahi University and many
other individuals and organizations. The
efforts and dedication contributed a lot
towards the recognition of this day.
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'he Bangladesh Liberation War was
rooted to the language movement of
Bangladesh, Ethnic and linguistic
discrimination was a key factor in the
rise of Bengali nationalist sentiment that
led by Bangabandhu Sheikh Muzibur
Rahman. Language controversy, dispari
ties, political differences, poor response
to the humanitarian concern and a
planned military action carried out by
F'*.HT'I‘;.-’ curbed the movement into a war

of Independance.

The Message for the International
Mother Language Day is to join forces to
promote linguistic diversity and promote
multilingualism by the all nations of the
world to build a terror free society and a
ife of dignity for all.

hid Precident of Bangladech Presci b
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Interview with Canadian Museum
of Immigration at Pier 21

(ltr} Darryl Leblone, Delwar Johid, Emily Burton

The cause of the Celebration of Mother
Language and the importance of lingual
diversity have found recognition in a
recent interview between Delwar Jahid,
President of the Bangladesh PressClub
Centre of Alberta (BPCA) and the Bangla-
desh Hertitage and Ethnic Society of
Alberta (BHESA), and Emily Burton, histo-
rian of the Canadian Museum of Immi-
gration at Pier 21 |located in Halifax, Nova
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Scotia.

Ms. Emily Burton expressed her opinion
in a communication with BPCA, that the
Celebration of Mother Language in
Canada is a wonderful initiative to be
playing a leading role in,

The Canadian Museum of Immigration at
Pier 21 understands itself as an inspira-
tion for Canadians by providing the base
for a conversation about immigration in
Canada. The purpose of the Canadian
Museum of Immigration at Pier 27 is to
explore the theme of immigration to
Canada in order to enhance public
understanding of the experiences of
immigrants as they arrived in Canada, of
the vital role immigration has played in
the building of Canada and of the contri-
butions of immigrants to Canada’s
culture, economy and way of life,
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Implementation of International
Mother Language Day in Canada

International Mother Language Day has
been introduced to the Canadian Parlia-
ment for recognition by Mr. Matthew
Kellway on February 5, 2014. The intro-
duction has been made in form of a
Private Member's Bill, Bill C-573, the
International Mother Language Day Act.

The recognition of International Mother
Language Day for all Canadian provinces
could make a statement for the commit-
ment to linguistic diversity and preserva-
tion, Canada is home of over 60 indi-
vidual First Nations languages [Census
2011], and the trend of declining
languages can also be seen in Canada
Statistics Canada found in a national
household survey in 2011, that only
17.2% of the population with an aborigi-
nal identity responded to be able to
conduct a conversation in an Aboriginal
language. Further Canada is home to
languages spoken all over the world.

If you are interested in the development
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by Andy Strohkirch

you can follow the discussion at Open
Parliament, Bill C-573M or read the publi-
cation of the bill by the House of Com-
mons at Parliament of Canada, Bill C-
5731,

[1] httpfopenpariament caibills/41-2/C-573
[2] httpe!fparl.go.ca/MousePublications/Publication.aspx
‘Language=E&Node=18&0Docld=64063608Fle=24#1

Froclamation of International Mother Language Doy
for the Province of British Columbia, issued by Hon.
Judith Guichon, Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia
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BHESA

Ekushey Heritage Award

The Bangladesh Heritage and Ethnic
Society of Alberta (BHESA) introduced its
"Ekushey Heritage Award" in 2014,
BHESA awards a Medal of Honor for
people who achieved outstanding
results in the fields education, social
work, and community services in Alberta.

Last year BHESA honored the language
movement veteran Rajshahi Mohammad
Siddique Hossain, Prof. Dr. Nurul Islam
(education), Dr. Hafizur Rahman
(community service), Tajul Ali (community
service), Shahid Hassan (community
service), Mohammad Ismail (community
service). The Medal of Honors were
awarded on February 21, 2014 during a
ceremony held at the MacEwan Univer-
Sity.

For the “Ekushey Heritage Award 2015"
BHESA nominated three dedicated
volunteers in recognition of their contri-
butions to their fields or significant orga-
nizational endeavors. This years' nomi-
nated recipients are: Kausar Khondokar
(MacEwan University), Noor-e-Alam

(Bangla Bazar) and Mohd. Zakaria
(Former Executive of BHESA).

The awards are open to all Albertans,
and the candidates are selected through
an executive meeting at BHESA. Consid-
ered are the activities and contributions
of the candidates over a time period of
the entire year. The names of the cur-
rent nominees will be announced annu-
ally prior to the 21st of February and the
awards will be handed out during the
next public program at BHESA,

{itr) Kausar Khondokar / Noor-e-Alam / Mohd, Zakario
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Celebration of International
Mother Language Day in 2014

Last year there was a colorful celebra-
tion of International Mother Language
Day in Alberta by numerous community
organizations.

At the beginning of the day the President
of the Bangladesh Heritage and Ethnic
Society of Alberta (BHESA), Delwar Jahid
laid flowers with the members of the
society on the martyrs’ monument at
MacEwan University's downtown campus
premises. BHESA organized a discussion
meeting followed by patriotic songs of
Natasha, presided over by Delwar Jahid.

In that program The associate minister
Hon. Naresh Bhardwaj (MLA Edmonton-
Ellerslie) was present as chief guest while

Hon. M. Sohail Quadri (PC) MLA
(Edmonton-Mill Woods) and the city
councilor Amarjeet Suhi were present as
guest of honor. The guests also laid
flowers to the monument in respect to
the language martyrs of 1952,

The meeting was addressed by the
guests, and Dr. Rick Lewis, director of
MacEwan International, who readout a
message from Professor Dr. Olenka
Bilash, member of North American rep-
resentative, advisory board, UNESCO's
Linguapax in support and solidarity to
BHESA, and juvenile speaker Mirza Navid
Alam, who pointed out the language
struggles of 2™ generation kids. The
guest of honor M. Sohail Quadri (PC)

¥

SIDDIOUE HOSSAIN DR NURLUL ISLAM
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MLA and city councilor Amarjeet Suhi
distributed BHESA's “Ekushey Heritage
Award 2014" to a language movement
veteran Mohammad Siddigue Hossain,
Prof. Dr. Nurul Islam (education), Dr.
Hafizur Rahman (community service),
Shahid Hasan (community service and
organizational) in the ceremony . A color-
ful souvenir on International Mother
Language Day was distributed.

Vote of the thanks were given by BHESA
Vice-President Tomal Islam, in the event
voluntary activities the recognized mem-
bers are: General Secretary-Ahsan Ullah,
Cultural Secretary Anar Miah, Taief,
Masud, Nurul Huda, Syfur and Sabrina.

Bangladesh Canada Association of
Edmonton (BCAE) (http://www.bcae.ca)
also celebrated International Mother
Language Day in association with the
Bangladesh Students Association at
University of Alberta (BSAUA). BCAE
Established in 1979 as a cultural, social
and non-profit organization that services
primarily to the people of Edmonton
who immigrated from Bangladesh, the
descendents of the Bangladeshi immi-
grants, and to those who have interests
in art, culture, people and society of
Bangladesh. BCAE supports Bangladeshi
Edmontonians, to integrate with other
communities in Canada and offers pro-

b]-'ftagﬂ-;'l‘“'lc
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grams and services to its members as
well as non-members. BCAE is a
member-run organization and anyone
living in Edmonton or its vicinity, believ-
INg in its cause, and / or being inter-
ested in social and cultural norms of
Bangladeshi people may become a
member,

Blood Donation Evertt

The Bangladesh Students Association at
University of Alberta (BSAUA)
[http://www.ualberta.ca/~bsaual was
founded on November 6, 2001. At that
time five members volunteered to form
an Executive Committee, whose purpose
was to organize socio-cultural activities
within the community. Currently, large
number of Bangladeshi students are
associated with BSAUA and celebrate
International Mother Language Day
every year.
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Riya Karin / Shoha lslom

Over the past fourteen years, a number
of countries like Bangladesh, Maledives,
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Hungary,
Romania, Serbia and Slovak, Morocco,
France, Canada, Spain, United States of
America, Mexico, South Africa, Congo,
Russia, Malaysia and Australia have been
celebrating International Mother Lan-
guage Day.

A number of debates, special events and
forums have been organized at local,
national, regional and international level.
Since 2000, there are significant initia-
tives taken by the ministry of culture and
other respective departments to
advance the evolution of mother tongue
languages, and the promotion of toler-
ance and to show respect towards the
languages of other populations. Pro-
grams included heritage exhibitions,
photographic shows, concerts, literary

30

Journey

to Inclusion in &
through Education:
Language Counts

by Riyva Karin & Shoha Islam
and theatre evenings.

Through the celebration of Ekushey
more information is readily available, like
e.g. academic research, posters, promo-
tional materials, and brochures contain-
ing guidelines and suggestions for the
celebration.

UNESCO member states are increasingly
getting involved through cultural activi-
ties, helping to change the way. The
significant development is opening
spaces for discussion and information
exchange,

&6 When the world loses a
language we lose part
of ourselves.??

Shashi Tharoor

The celebration of International Mother
Language Day is encouraged through
arts & culture and commissioning stud-



ies on the importance of mother
languages, focusing on the impact of
globalization and minority rights.

Mother Language means something to
us; it is a language that is used to
express our ideas, thoughts, feelings and
emotions to others. So, the 21% February
(International Mother Language Day) is
rooted to our feelings and thoughts,

The Bengali Language Movement was a
political movement in former East
Bengal (now Bangladesh) supporting the
recognition of the Bengali language as
an official language of Pakistan in order
to allow its use in every spares of life, e.g.
government affairs, use as a medium of
education, media, currency and stamps,
and to maintain its writing in the Bengali script.

For Bangladesh, the celebration of 21
February (Language Martyr's Day) is the
day of murmuring, when all Bengalis
dress in black and white, murmuring
songs of crying. People, especially young
men and women with artistic skill, draw
special themes known in Bangla as
"alpana” on the roads. Silent mourners
dressed with all white go out on the
roads, walking bare feet towards the
graves of the Martyrs, holding a bougquet
in their hands.

"My Brothers Blood Spattered 21° Feb-
ruary", a tune of the song represents the
day in the hearts of every Bangladeshi,
playing in every corner of Bangladesh
throughout the month of February. Most

AW,
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of the schools and cultural institutions
host programs, plays and concerts
based on the culture of commemora-
tion. We pay respect to all the martyrs of
the historic movement.

The Adherence of Mother Language Day
has brought fresh glory and respect to

Bangladesh, which is making a significant
pace towards peace, progress and prosperity.

¢ we may have different
religions, different languages,
different colored skin, but we
all belong to one human race.??

Kofi Annan

In 20714 UNESCO's position towards
multilingual education was to promote
global citizenship education and the
theme of the year was “Local languages
for Global Citizenship: Spotlight on
Science”, UNESCO believes - “contrary to
popular wisdom, local languages are
perfectly capable of transmitting the
most modern scientific knowledge in
mathematics, physics, technology and so
on. Recognizing these local languages
also means opening the door to a great
deal of often overlooked traditional
scientific knowledge... Linguistic and
cultural diversity may be our best chance
for the future; for creativity, innovation
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and inclusion”,

The theme for International Mother
Language Day Celebration 2015 is "Inclu
sion in and through education: Language
counts". |
challenges that cuts across many of the
goals, e.g. inclusion (equity/quality).

[he world is on a journey to ensure

education for all, to make it possible for
all children, incluaing the poorest and

GUNZNDRA

most marginalized, to attend school and
receive a quality education through out
the world in using their own language
and while keeping their culture and to
support the developing countries to
maintain a universal design of their
education. The participation of UN
member states is very important for
making plans of how to provide funding,
for the implementation, and evaluation.

As the martyrs’ day steps into the 63™
year since the day of February 21, 1952,
we take a moment to mirror on what
nspired those who came before us, who
have defended the mother tongue with
their lives and fulfil their dreams.
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21t February: International
Mother Language Day

by Professor Kabir Chowdhury

UNESCO's declaration of 21st February
as the International Mother Language
Day has brought fresh glory and prestige
to Bangladesh which is making signifi-
cant strides towards peace, progress
and prosperity at home and discharging
international obligations abroad. After
1952, the people of Bangladesh have
been observing every year the 21st day
of February as their glorious and unfor-
gettable Language Martyrs Day. What
happened on 21st February 1952 is
widely known. Still let me very briefly
recount the fateful happenings of that
day and the circumstances that led to
and followed them,

Professor Kabir Chowdhury

elements as language and culture and

In August 1947, a new state called Paki- considered religion as a bond strong and
stan, comprising two far-flung wings in sufficient enough to transform a people
the west and east, separated by 1600 into a nation.

kilometers of foreign territory, emerged

on the world map. The ideological basis The language of the people of eastern

of that strange phenomenon was the wing of Pakistan, and they were the
absurd and pernicious two nation theory majority, was Bangla. It had a rich tradi-
of Mr. Jinnah that ignored such basic tion of literature of over a thousand
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years. The Bangalees also had a highly
developed culture that had little in
common with the culture of the people
of western wing of Pakistan. The Bangal-
ees' love for and attachment to their
language and culture were great and
when in 1952 the neo-colonial, power-
hungry, arrogant rulers of Pakistan
declared that 'Urdu and Urdu alone
would be the state language of Pakistan,
they sowed the seed of its future disinte-
gration.

The people of the then East Pakistan,
particularly the students, rose in angry
protest against the vicious undemocratic
designs of the government. Those
designs really amounted to the destruc-
tion of Bangla language and culture and
imposition of the language and culture
of the people of western wing on the
people of eastern wing. The reaction was
strong and spontaneous.

The government decided to quell pro-
tests by brute force. The police opened
fire on 21st February 1952 on unarmed
peaceful protesters, most of whom were
students, resulting in the death, among
others, of Rafig, Barkat, Jabbar and
Salam. As the news of those deaths
spread, the entire people of the eastern
wing felt greatly involved emotionally.
Those who lost their lives to uphold the
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prestige defend the rights of their
mother-language became hallowed
martyrs.

Their sacrifice at once tragic glorious and
the indignation of the people against an
autocratic government had far reaching
effect. 21st February became a symbol
and attained mythic properties, it nour-
ished the concepts of democracy and
secularism. It also contributed signifi-
cantly to the flowering of Bangalee
nationalism. It led to the dawning of the
realization in the minds of the Bangalees
that they constituted a separate nation
and their destiny lay not with Pakistan
but elsewhere as an independent coun-
try. The subsequent democratic mass
movements of the late fifties, throughout
the sixties and the seventies, and finally
the struggle for independence and the
war of liberation owed a great deal to
21st February.

From 1953 onwards, starting from 21st
February 1953, the immortal 21st Febru-
ary has been observed as a great
national event all over Bangladesh, and
also beyond the frontiers of Bangladesh:
in several places of India, UK, USA,
Canada and elsewhere, wherever there
Is a sizeable concentration of Bangla
speaking people. Yet so long, it has been
mainly a national event of Bangladesh.



But with the declaration of 21st February
as the International Mother Language
Day, it has transcended the national
borders of Bangladesh and acquired an
international significance and a global
dimension.,

At the initiative of the United Nations
and its various organs, a number of
specific days have been declared over
the years as international days for obser-
vance by the people of the whole world.
All these days highlight some values,
events and issues and are intended to
generate a healthy awareness in the
people of the world about them with the
ultimate aim of making this world a
better place to live in for the entire
human population. Thus we have the
international literacy day, international
women's day. international children's
day, the international day for eradication
of racial discrimination, international day
for ensuring pure drinking water, inter-
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national habitat day, international day for
preservation of environment and many
others.

Some of these international days are
linked with certain specific events that
took place in some specific countries.
While observing these days, the people
of the world recall those events and
those countries as a matter of course.
The world is thus brought closer provid-
ing peoples of the world with the chance
to get out of their insularity.

International Mother Language Day is
particularly significant in the sense that it
has a cultural importance. From now on,
21st February — so long observed in
Bangladesh as the Bangla Language
Martyrs' Day — will be ocbserved here
simultaneously as the Bangla Language
Martyrs' Day and the International
Mother Language Day. And in nearly 200
countries of the world, various peoples
speaking various languages and belong-
ing to various national cultures will
observe 21st February as the Interna-
tional Mother Language Day. They will
naturally celebrate their own mother
languages, but while doing so, it is more
than likely that they will refer to Bangla-
desh and the Language Movement
launched by her people that reached a
climactic point on 21st February 1952,
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The declaration made by the UNESCQO in
November 1999 designating 21st Febru-
ary as the International Mother Lan-
guage Day has placed Bangladesh on
the cultural map of the world with a
highly positive image. We, people of
Bangladesh, should now do all that we
can to further develop our mother
language Bangla in all branches of
knowledge so that it can play a worthy
role in the community of world
languages. We shall love, cherish and
promote Bangla, our own mother
language, but we shall not indulged in
any kind of chauvinism.

While devotedly serving our own
language, we shall respect the languages
of all the peoples of the world make 21st
February - The International Mother

Language Day - a great day, to be
observed worldwide in the new century
and the millennium that we have
recently stepped into. Long live 21st
February the International Mother Lan-
guage Day!

(Note: UNDP under the Sustainable devel-
opment Networking Programme, Bangla-
desh published an article on 21st February:
International Mother Language Day in it's
BANGLADESH QUARTERLY, MARCH 2000,
the reprint of this article is to show the
progress of the celebrations with the Global
Soliderity through Linguistic Diversity-
Legacy of the Martyrs of Bangladesh-
Editor)

Source
httpAwww.sdnbd.org/21sL february. htm

Statue 27 February’, Photo by Mohammad jobaed Adnan
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The Loss of Languages and why
Mother Language is important

The term mother language can have
different meanings by definition. Some-
times it is used alongside mother
tongue, to address the language that a
person learned from birth and that is
passed on from generation to genera-
tion. Mother language is that language
you are given by your mother. Some-
times, e.g. in a bilingual home, that can
be more than one language.

You also may hear or read the terms first
language and native language used in
connection, but in our understanding
there is a slight difference in the mean-

ing.

First language is the language one
choses to speak frequently or first, espe-
cially if that person has knowledge of
more than one language. Oftentimes the
first language is part of personal, social
and cultural identity. Native language on
the other hand may be understood as
the language bound to the geographic

by Andy Strohkirch

region the speaker of that language is
residing, and also bound to the ethnic
group the speaker is belonging to. Often-
times the native language is set equal to
first language e.g. in the use on CV's
(curriculum vitae).

Did you know that our civilization cur-
rently has to offer more than 7,000 living
languages worldwide, from which the
most widely spoken languages are Man-
darin Chinese, Spanish, English, Hindi,
Arabic and Portuguese? An interesting
fact is about 1.2 billion people in 33
countries use Mandarin Chinese as first
language, and in comparison about 335
million people in 99 countries use Eng-
lish.*

* Statistics by Lewis, M. Paul, Gary F.
Simons, and Charles D. Fennig (eds.).
2014. Ethnologue: Languages of the
World, Seventeenth edition. Dallas,
Texas: SIL International. Online version:
http://www.ethnologue.com.
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Why is mother language impor-
tant?

We all have at least one mother
language, a language that has been
passed on to us since birth, It is the first
language we have learned to express
ourselves and gained experiences and
knowledge. Languages carry a vast
repository of knowledge, information
about the natural world around us like
plants, animals, ecosystemns, and infor-
mation of cultural traditions and the
collective history of an entire people.
When a language is lost, much of this
knowledge may get lost with it.

In language education research has
shown that skills, that have been
acquired in the mother tongue can be
transferred to another language. Per
example learning to read provides a
base of knowledge of the world that can
be applied to foreign language texts and
make them more comprehensive to
understand. As a result learning a
second language will be accomplished
more quickly and effectively when the
student is proficient in his or her mother
tongue.

Mother language gives us the ability to

communicate with our ethnic group in a
more distinct and subtile way. It allows
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us to transport feelings, expressions,
experiences and thoughts more clearly,
though language itself is never
uneguivocal.

We are losing languages around
the world!

Around the world there are an estimated
7,100 languages that are being spoken,
It has been observed, that the diversity
of languages is decreasing and that this
trend will continue during the next years
and decades, a loss of valuable heritage
and information for our civilization.

According to the US based organization
Ethnologue, who are holding a global
database of languages, about 21% of all
languages are considered as "threat-
ened". An additional 915 languages are
currently considered "dying", which
means that the young generations are
no longer able to speak these languages
fluently. The database dates back until
1950, and since then 373 languages
haven been extinct [Nov, 2014], which
means that not a single person has
retained a sense of ethnic identity with
these languages.

What is language loss?
The loss of a language can happen on
two different levels. Language or parts of



the language can become forgotton by
the speakers when the linguistic environ-
ment is changing, per example through
immigration into a different country.
Language can also be forgotton when its
use becomes less relevant, per example
through globalisation of language.

A language loss results in a loss of infor-
mation, e.g, information about the native
environment and local historic events,
Expressions, e.g. for humour, love and
life may differ, especially for languages
from societies outside of the modern
industrialized world. When a language
gets lost, a cultural heritage gets lost with it.

The problem of losing lingual diversity is
complex, because language and culture
evolves and is amoung others shaped by
progress, inventions, changes in behav-
iour, and the simpilification of communication.

What can be done to prevent fur-
ther loss of languages?

Many specialists and people working in
the field have noted that our linguistic
diversity is threatened by the loss of
languages. To fight the problem, a
number of promising projects have
emerged; projects that document, revi-
talize and maintain languages, both in
remote areas and in urban environ-
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ments.

As a great local example, the Depart-
ment of Canadian Heritage has created
the Aboriginal Languages Initiative (ALI),
which has the objective to support the
preservation and revitalization of
Aboriginal languages for the benefit of
Aboriginal peoples and other Canadians.
The program supports and funds proj-
ects and activities that support the pres-
ervation and revitalization of Aboriginal
languages and cultures,

Another interesting development is the
Endangered Language Alliance (ELA) in
New York City. It is unigue in the way,
that it focuses on the linguistic diversity
of urban areas, languages which have
been brought into the area through
immigration, and that are threatened by
lack of education or speaking opportunities.

On the contrary National Geographic is
maintaing a project called Enduring
Voices, which strives to document the
most endangered languages on our
planet. The documentation takes place
through audio (and video) recordings,
which are compiled to talking dictionar-
ies. Subject are languages spoken in
remote areas all over the globe, which
are threatened to die by lack of native
speakers.
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Physical Therapy Clinic, Inc.
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Orthopaedic and soft tissue conditions:
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Muscle injury

l| Slinusitis

Shoulder pain

Spinal stenosis

Thoracic pain

Tewndowitis

whiplash tnjuries

Nerve entrapment bncluding sclatica and
thoracic out-Let syndrome

" We help our get

Post- operative conditions:

Nerve and Ligament repair

Carpal tunwnel release

Shoulder repair

Total knee and hip replacement
Post surgical scarring
Arthroscopic surgery

With Best Wishes:

their patients well faster!
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